DIY Cedar Outdoor Bar Build Guide
I built this outdoor bar entirely from Western Red Cedar because it's naturally rot-resistant, lightweight, and able to withstand the outdoor elements. It's a great choice for a project like this that will be exposed to rain, sun, and changing temperatures throughout the year.
One of the best things about this build is that it can easily be customized to virtually any size. The dimensions below are what I used for my bar, but you can adjust the length, width, and height to suit your space and personal preference.
The frame is assembled using 3-inch exterior deck screws, while the bar top and front skirting are fastened with 2-inch deck screws. I toe-nailed the frame together and under-mounted the screws in the bar-top boards, so the fasteners are hidden for a cleaner finished look. Adding exterior-grade wood glue to the joints is also an option if you'd like to add even more strength and rigidity to the frame.
Cut List
4×4 Cedar Posts
· Cut 4 × 4×4 posts at 44"
2×4 Cedar Framing
· Cut 4 × 2×4 end-frame supports at 17"
· Cut 5 × 2×4 lengthwise frame supports at 65"
· The fifth 65" piece will act as the support for the bar top.
2×6 Cedar Supports
· Cut 6 × 2×6 supports at 17"
· These will act as the support for the bottom shelf and bar top.
Deck Boards
· Cut 8 deck boards at 68"
· These will be used for the bottom shelf and bar top.
· Cut 1 deck board at 74", with both ends cut at 45°
· This will act as the front top rail.
· Cut 2 deck boards at 25", with one end cut at 45°
· These will form the sides of the top rail.
· These dimensions allow for approximately 1" of overhang.
Fence Boards
· Cut 18 fence boards at 44"
· 12 boards for the front
· 3 boards for each side
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CUSTOM BAR SUB-FRAME ASSEMBLY
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